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Representing
42 members from 23 Member States 
plus Norway and Switzerland



Who is BEDA?

Association pour la Creation Industrielle, APCI, 
Design Austria
Unie der Designers in België – Union des Designers en Belgique
Design Flanders
Danske Designere
Estonian Association of Designer
Grafia ry, Finland
The Finnish Association of Designers, Ornamo



Who is BEDA?

Stowarzyszenie Projektantów Form Przemyslowych
Centro Português de Design
Tibiscus University, Faculty of Design, Romania
Barcelona Centre de Disseny
Spanish Designers
Stiftelsen Svensk Industridesign (SVID)
Slovenské centrum dizajnu – Slovak Design Centre
Bienale Industrijskega Oblikovanja



Who is BEDA?

Sverigers Designer
Swiss Design Association
DBA – Design Business Association
Design Wales – Dylunio SPFP Cymru
Grays School of Art and Design, Aberdeen
The Lighthouse



The BEDA Communication Series



The White Book



Embedding sustainability into design 
and design into sustainability, by providing 

new educational models and tools



Embedding sustainability into design 
and design into sustainability, by providing 

new educational models and tools

ICIS, Denmark

Academy of Fine Arts Poznán, 
Poland

BEDA, Spain
SERI, Germany

University of Brighton, UK 



Design for Future Needs

To conduct research into the tools, techniques 
and methodologies, used in design forecasting 
practice in different industry sectors and in 
different geographical areas of the EU.



Design for Future Needs

APCI
BEDA
Conservatoire National des Arts et Metiers (CNAM)
Design Council
Interaction Design Institute (IVREA) 
UIAH



European industrial activity classification 
(NACE Rev.2)

7410 Label: Specialised design activities 
Synonyms: Design Consultant (so described) ,, Graphic 
design , Interior design, Industrial design consultant , 
Industrial design service ... 



European industrial activity classification 
(NACE Rev.2)

7410 Label: Specialised design activities 
Synonyms: Design Consultant (so described) ,, Graphic 
design , Interior design, Industrial design consultant , 
Industrial design service ... 

Belgium, Norway, Austria... Adoption of new codes in 
national statistics systems 



European Design Report

Statistical information published on design in 
27 Member States
Austrian EU Presidency 2006
Martin Bartenstein / Franz Morak

......











European Design Report

Fragmented and inconsistent provision of 
incomparable information



Meeting with Commission President Barroso

Lisbon
October 2008





Design Europe 2010

BEDA Manifesto for 
Commission 
President Barroso



Europe must act coherently at the European level to 
maintain, develop and increase Europe’s unique design 
power. 



…the creation of a strong European mechanism in order to 
build Europe’s design competence for the 21st century as a 
complementary strategy for Europe’s innovation 
performance.  



Evidence

A consistent and comparable evidence base for design 
activity in the European economy, incorporating the 
development of indicators for measuring the relevant 
intangibles and leading to modest but significant 
incremental modifications to existing national innovation 
surveys.



Investment

A mapping and review of the European design promotion 
sector across Europe in order to identify areas for growth 
and further investment; to prevent erosion of the sector, to 
support coherence and co-operation between Member States 
in this arena and to propose standardised long-term policy 
guidance for national design policies.



Policy advice

A long-term, EU-level, cross-sectoral, advisory group for 
design policy guidance engaging industry, business, the 
design industries and design promotion sectors and other 
key stakeholders in the European Knowledge Economy

©BEDA. October 2007.  BEDA meeting with President Barroso, Lisbon. 08 October 2007



Actions

Meeting with EU Vice-President and Commissioner
Günter Verheugen, Head of Enterprise & Industry 
Directorate

21st January 2008

















A Communication of design?

One tool of many
What is important is the objectives and the impact



A Communication of design?

One tool of many
What is important is the objectives and the impact

And a strong signal to Member States and our 
competitors 



BEDA Design Policy Survey
May / June 2008

Membership qualitative survey with questionnaire:



1/ What is the added value of a European 
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4/ What would be the impact in your country 
of a design policy at the European level?

5/ What is the highest level at which support 
has been given or expressed for European 
design policy in your country?



Replies from 16 countries

Czech Republic Luxembourg 
Denmark Norway 
Estonia Poland
Finland Portugal
France Slovakia
Germany Slovenia
Hungary Spain
Latvia Sweden



1/ What is the added value of a European 
design policy?

The establishment of a vision for design at the 
European level

Increased efficiency of innovation policies

Increased competitiveness

Consistent and comparable evidence of design’s 
impact across Europe to support policy making



1/ What is the added value of a European 
design policy?

The work of national level design promotion 
organisations set within an EU Framework 
encouraging Member Sates to develop design 
policies

A stronger EU network of national design 
promotion organisations



1/ What is the added value of a European 
design policy?

Linking of design more clearly to innovation

National governments awareness of importance of 
design raised and language embedded

Increased regional adoption of design support and 
promotion



2/ What are the possible components of a 
European design policy? 

‘Containers’: Research
Evidence
Communication
Promotion
Support
Advice



2/ What are the possible components of a 
European design policy? 

Other aspects: Jobs

(Not in any order) Skills
Talent
Mobility
Public Procurement
Sustainability
Business 
Entrepreneurship
Education



2/ What are the possible components of a 
European design policy? 

Other aspects: Targets
Indicators
Feedback
Evaluation



2/ What are the possible components of a 
European design policy? 

Integration of design in the Directives on 
Innovation and Competitiveness

‘Upgrading’ of Member States lagging in design 
competence 

Alignment of design policies with EU policies in 
Innovation, Research and Enterprise



3/ What are the possible actions arising out 
of a European design policy? 

More structured dissemination of the benefits of 
design thinking and the role of designers

Cross-border and interdisciplinary exchange of 
best practice across Europe



3/ What are the possible actions arising out 
of a European design policy? 

A design methods ‘think tank’ for future 
scenarios building and identifying action areas 
currently not benefiting from design

On-going development for indicators on design in 
CIS indicators and extract 2nd European Design 
Report



3/ What are the possible actions arising out 
of a European design policy? 

The ‘Frascati Manual’ for design

Mapping of the design resource of Europe

Clarify the role of design within the 8th

Framework programme and seek areas of 
engagement 



3/ What are the possible actions arising out 
of a European design policy? 

Raising the awareness of design in the citizens of 
Europe

Design Competitiveness Index for Member States 
(linked to innovation structures)



3/ What are the possible actions arising out 
of a European design policy? 

Cross-border networking of professionals

A European level forum for national governments 
to exchange views and know-how on design 
policy-making

A European design policy unit to support 
evidence-based policy making



4/ What would be the impact in your country 
of a design policy at the European level?

5/ What is the highest level at which support 
has been given or expressed for European 
design policy in your country?



Some overarching insights

Not all Member States have a national Design 
Policy

Where there are none, it is cited that national 
governments do not recognise or understand 
design’s value



Some overarching insights

Where design is present it is often fragmented and 
spread across Ministries

A European design policy would encourage and 
stimulate national governments to embrace design 
as a strategic tool for competitiveness



Thank  you


